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BRIEF HISTORY
OF HOLY CROSS ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CATHEDRAL
(Montebello)
The number of immigrant Armenians in Los Angeles at the beginning of
the twentieth century was still very few.
However, the core of Armenian national
and spiritual life was already established
among the few dozen Armenians already here. By gathering on Sundays or
holidays in sister churches and chapels,
Armenians kept the old traditions alive
through centuries –old prayers and their
faith.
The 1916 annual general membership meeting decided to elect as pastor Archdeacon Mihran Melikian of Fresno’s Holy Trinity Church. On March 16, 1917, he
was ordained a priest by Bishop Papken Guleserian, and was renamed Father Adom Melikian.
Subsequent to the 1921 annual general membership meeting, a major fundraising
effort was initiated, which resulted in collecting $5,000.00. Father Adom also toured various communities around America, and under difficult circumstances managed to collect
$21,179.00, of which $10,305.00 was donated by Armenians in Los Angeles.
On March 26, 1922, Very Reverend Father Vartan
Kasbarian officiated at the founding of the church. Construction of the church was completed in 1923, and the
consecration was officiated by Very Reverend Father
Dirayr Markarian. The church was named Holy Cross Armenian Apostolic Church. Around the same period, the
Torkomian Choir was also organized. The Ladies Aid
worked hard to beautify and improve the church. Through
many long years Holy Cross Church remained the main
spiritual home of this community’s religious and national
life.
The 1959 general membership meeting unanimously decided to affiliate Holy Cross Church under the
auspices of the Catholicossate of Cilicia.
In January 1961, Very Reverend Father Sumbat Lapajian was appointed as pastor of
Holy Cross Church. He served diligently for 13 years the church and community, and was
subsequently elected as the first Prelate of the Western United States.
The original location of Holy Cross Church was near the corner of Maple and 20th
Street until 1978. Deterioration of the surrounding neighborhoods, gradual urbanization of
parishioners and the establishment of new Armenian churches in Los Angeles, all led to the
relocation of Holy Cross Church. Through the fundraising efforts of the community, a fiveacre parcel of land was purchased near the corner of Lincoln Avenue and Montebello
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Boulevard in Montebello for $235,000.00. This amount was
entirely paid off. The groundbreaking ceremony of the new
church took place on June 1, 1980, under the auspices of Prelate Bishop Yeprem Tabakian, with the participation of
Archbishop Sumbat Lapajian and pastor Archpriest Rev. Father Nareg Shrikian.
The architectural plans were entrusted to Mr. Ashot Dorian.
Major financial support was provided by the Bagramian family and Mr. George Tumanjan and Family. The sponsors of
the church were Mr. & Mrs. Levon and Zabel Iknadossian and
16 godfathers.
The first Holy Mass of the new Holy Cross Cathedral was celebrated by Archpriest Rev. Father Shrikian on
September 6, 1981. The consecration of the cathedral was
performed by His Holiness Karekin II of the Great House
of Cilicia on November 11, 1984, with the presence of
Archbishop Sumbat Lapajian, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian,
Prelate Bishop Yeprem Tabakian, and Rev. Father Nareg
Shrikian.
On June 23, 1996 the newly elected Catholicos of
the Great of
House Cilicia,
His
Holiness
Aram I, graced
our community
with his inaugural pontifical visit and inspiring message.
On Sunday, October 26, 1997, with much
pomp and circumstance our Holy Cross Cathedral’s 75th anniversary was celebrated. The day’s
Mass was celebrated by our Prelate Bishop Moushegh Mardirossian. A fitting Requiem Service
was performed for all our departed past Pastors
and Board Members.
Archbishop Sumbat Lapajian’s 40th anniversary of ordination and consecration into
the Sacred Priesthood was celebrated on May 30, 1998, where Surpazan’s achievements
were lauded.
A memorable day in our church’s history was May 12,
2001, when His Holiness Karekin II Catholicos of All armenians
of Holy Etchmiadzin paid a pontifical visit to Montebello and our
Cathedral. His Holiness was accompanied by Archbishop Vatche
Hovsepian, Archbishop Sumbat Lapajian and Bishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, as well as hundreds of faithful. Through his
prayers and messages, His Holiness remarked on the unity of the
Armenian Apostolic Church.
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Perhaps the most significant event in Holy Cross
Church’s 80-year history was the celebration of the
1700th anniversary of the founding of the Armenian Apostolic Church. The celebration took place on October
19, 2001, organized under the auspices of the Western
Prelacy of the United States. Prelate Bishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Archbishop Sumbat Lapajian, Rev. Father
Hrant Yeretzian and Rev. Father Khoren Babouchian
participated in the grand celebratory program, as did the
church choir. Students from Armenian Mesrobian School
presented significant events and biographies from our
church’s rich history.
In the period of five years following the 75the anniversary, two additional monuments were erected. The khatchkar on the southern corner of the main entrance by Mr.
Suren Lusikyan, and donated by Mr. & Mrs. Zolak & Genia Genofkian. Also on the northern corner of the entrance, a memorial tower was erected for the benefactors of our Cathedral, donated by Mr. Ralph Karapetian and family, in memory of his wife Vartik Karapetian. For the past 80 years the Holy Cross Cathedral has been a beacon of our Christian
faith for all of the Greater Los Angeles Armenians.
Our church’s 80th anniversary
celebration took place on November
1, 2003 under the auspices of the Prelate, H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian and the Executive Council, and numerous parishioners in attendance. During the banquet candlelighting ceremony took place.
The Holy Badarak celebrated
by our Pastors is televised in English
translation on our Cathedral screens so that our non-Armenian speaking parishioners follow
the prayers and understand their meaning. This program was donated by a generous gift
from Mr. & Mrs. Alfred & Helen Manookian.
The Ladies Aid, the Sunday School and the Youth Group function under the leadership of our Pastors and the Board of Trustees. The Ladies Aid members, all of them volunteers, is the true back bone of the Board of Trustees.
Since the foundation of our church, continuing
through the present, the Ladies Aid group supports our
Cathedral by having monthly dinners and special functions, such as Easter, the Blessing of the Grapes and
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.
The Sunday School, staffed by volunteers,
starts in mid-September during the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross and ends in May. The classes
extend from Kindergarten to High School. Some of
our Sunday School teachers have been previous students of the school themselves.
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Our Youth Group consists of youths between
the ages of 13 and 18. They gather once in as month
and learn our Christian heritage, the Bible, and participate in youth activities.
Also, once a year our Camp Shining Light,
gathers in the month of July for summer camp activities in a clean and spiritual atmosphere. Our youth is
the future of our Cathedral and our Community.
They deserve our support and encouragement.
Our beloved Surpazan Sumbat Lapajian entered his eternal rest on July 17, 2010.
He was our Cathedral’s longtime Pastor, Dean, and also the first Prelate of our Western
Prelacy. His grave is located at the north side of the Cathedral entrance. His previous office
renovated and converted into a library-museum where we find his memorabilia and his rich
religious library.
To conclude this brief history of our Church/Cathedral’s 96th anniversary, we praise
the Armenian Apostolic Church and bless the memory of our forefathers who erected this
Church brick by brick and passed her to us as our most beloved spiritual heritage to be
transferred to our followers.
The pastors and the Board of Trustees along with the national representative bodies
reaffirm one faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. With the help of the Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church, the Ladies Aid, the choir, Sunday School, Youth
Group and our sister organizations, the Holy Cross Cathedral is assured of continuing its
mission to future generations. May Almighty God give peace to all of our departed clergy,
board of trustees and the deceased members.
Pastors who served our Cathedral:
- Archpriest Rev. Father Adom Melikian 1917-1935
- Most Rev. Father Wahram Nazaretian 1935
- Rev. Father Tateos Abajian 1936
- Archpriest Rev. Father Vahan Guldalian 1936
- Rev. Father Tateos Abajian 1936
- Right Rev. Kegham Vartabed Kassimian 1937-1946
- Right Rev. Ghevont Vartabed Arabian 1946-47
- His Grace Archbishop Mampre Kalfayan 1947
- Right Rev. Dirayr Vartabed Dervishian
- Rev. Father Arsen Simeoniantz
- Archpriest Rev. Father Yeghishe Mkhitarian
- Rev. Father Kourken Koudoulian
- Right Rev. Vahram Vartabed Yeghiayan
- Rev. Father Hrant Yeretzian
- Right Rev. Sumbat Vartabed Lapajian
- Archpriest Rev. Father Nareg Pehlivanian 2004
- Right Rev. Bedros Vartabed Berberian
- Rev. Father Ashod Kambourian 2004
- Right Rev. Yeghishe Vartabed Manjikian - Most Rev. Father Muron Aznikian 2013
- Archpriest Rev. Father Nareg Shrikian
- Rev. Father Papken Manuelian
- Rev. Father Khoren Babouchian
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